July 14, 2009

The electronic mega-companies be-
hind the scurrilous legislation have la-
beled themselves the so-called ‘‘coali-
tion for patent fairness.”” What do they
want to do? It’s very clear. They don’t
want patents at all. They would be
much better off if we rid our country
and the world of the idea of patents all
together. It’s just too bothersome for
them, and so to hell with all the oth-
ers—the inventors, the green-collar
jobs, the biotechnology, the pharma-
ceuticals, our university research pro-
grams—all of which have a profound
dependence on a strong patent system.
These high-tech and mega-electronics
corporations say they can just go to
hell. All of these will suffer by this so-
called reform legislation. So big elec-
tronics is thumbing its nose at Amer-
ica, and it thinks it can get away with

it.

All of the rest of us, all of these other
interests in our society—the univer-
sities and the biotechs and other inter-
ests which rely on patents and the
pharmaceutical industry which pumps
s0 much money into research—will just
have their research stolen from them
by foreign corporations.

Look at the main proponents of H.R.
1260. Now, I won’t name who the main
proponents are of H.R. 1260. I won’t
name them—they’re these mega-elec-
tronics companies—but they are made
up of only one narrow sector of the en-
tire American industry. These compa-
nies got to the top by using aggressive
business models that, at best, put them
into the gray area. Now that they are
on top, they want to change the rules
so they can stay up on top by keeping
others down.

Let me say that just a few more than
a dozen of these companies that are be-
hind this legislation—a few more than
a dozen—have faced hundreds of law-
suits for infringement in the past dec-
ade. From 1996-2008, these very compa-
nies that are at the heart of the coali-
tion, who are pushing for this destruc-
tive legislation, were defendants in 730
patent infringement cases and paid out
almost $4 billion in patent infringe-
ment settlements during the same pe-
riod.

So no wonder they want to change
the rules. No wonder they want to de-
stroy the patent system. By coming
here and giving people campaign dona-
tions and by spending all of this money
in promoting this monstrous bill, it
costs them a lot less money to change
the law than it does for them to have
to pay for the infringement and to have
to pay for the crimes against these
small inventors. They want to make
sure that, actually, they will be able to
steal the product of other people’s
work, of these small inventors in our
country. Actually, it will pay them to
do so rather than to try to work out an
understanding of where that person
could be paid a royalty, which is what
they should be paid when they own a
piece of intellectual property.

Well, we don’t work for these big
companies. We work for our families,
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for our communities, and we work for
America. We are the patriots. We are
not the globalists. Most of the cor-
porate elites of those mega-firms see
themselves as citizens of the world,
while we are Americans. The changes
in this bill are designed to help a few
hugely rich companies, and it will dev-
astate hundreds more.

Dozens and, indeed, hundreds of orga-
nizations have expressed outright oppo-
sition or deep concern with this bill.
They are telling Congress do not favor
one narrow industry simply because it
has been so active and has been in-
volved with pushing this legislation.
Do what is best for America. We need
the American people to tell that to
their Representatives and to let their
Representatives know that they are
watching what goes on with patent
law.

The big corporate thieves are depend-
ing on us to be so bored with the issue.
“Oh, I'm just going to tune it out be-
cause it sounds like it’s boring, and I
couldn’t understand it.”” That’s what
they’re relying on. Well, it’s not too
boring, and people can understand it.
People should understand how impor-
tant it has been that our country has
had the strongest patent protection of
any country on this planet, just as we
have had the same and strongest pro-
tection for the other rights—for our
freedom of speech, for our freedom of
religion and for other rights.

What would happen if, in order to
harmonize the freedom that we enjoy
with the rest of the world—the freedom
of religion and the freedom of speech—
we were told that our protections of
these freedoms would have to be dimin-
ished because we would have to dimin-
ish the protections of freedom of
speech, of assembly and of religion be-
cause they need to be harmonized with
the rest of the world? Well, the uproar
would sweep across our country, but
the deletion of this right, the dimin-
ishing of patent protection, seems so
esoteric to most people that they won’t
even listen. But if we don’t listen and
if we don’t get involved, the big guns
will think that they can slip it over on
us. They’ve been trying to do that for
15 years. Only a small group of us has
been able to stand up, but we need the
help of the American people.

We need the American people to
speak up. We need people to call talk
radio. We need people to confront their
own Members of Congress. We need to
tell the powerful infringers, You are
not going to diminish the rights of the
American people in order to harmonize
the law internationally. The patriots
in this country are not going to see
their rights diminished in order to cre-
ate a new world order where we can all
live in harmony with the rest of the
world, which, of course, is run by gang-
sters and thugs—half of the rest of the
world. We’re not going to act like peo-
ple in the rest of the world where we
let the elite tell us what to do. We have
constitutional rights. We are Ameri-
cans, but it’s up to us to protect those
rights.
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Wake up, America. Our freedom is
being threatened. Every generation has
met the challenges, and now it is up to
us—us, United States, U.S. It is up to
us.

Well, we are on the edge right now.
We are on the edge on a lot of things.
Our economy is going down. This could
be the nail in the coffin. If this bill
passes, it will have dramatic, negative,
long-term effects on our economy and
on the well-being and prosperity of our
people. We need to act. Wake up, Amer-
ica.

With that, I yield back the balance of
my time.

————————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois (at the request
of Mr. HOYER) for July 13.

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida
(at the request of Mr. BOEHNER) for
July 13 on account of personal reasons.

Mr. UPTON (at the request of Mr.
BOEHNER) for July 13 on account of
family commitments.

Mr. YOUNG of Florida (at the request
of Mr. BOEHNER) for today on account
of a family medical emergency.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. WOOLSEY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. MCMAHON, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. KAPTUR, for 56 minutes, today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. SPRATT, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. DELAHUNT, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania, for 5
minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. POE of Texas) to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:)

Mr. POE of Texas, for 5 minutes, July
20 and 21.

Mr. JONES, for 56 minutes, July 20 and
21.

Mr. PENCE, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. INGLIS, for 5 minutes, July 20.

Mr. BILIRAKIS, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. MORAN of Kansas, for 5 minutes,
today, July 15, 16 and 17.

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia, for 5 min-
utes, today.

Mr. FORTENBERRY,
today.

Mrs. BACHMANN, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. BROUN of Georgia, for 5 minutes,
today.

(The following Members (at their own
request) to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:)

Mr. SHIMKUS, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. HIMES, for 5 minutes, today.

for 5 minutes,
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